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Re:  Alaskan Way Wiaduzt and Seawall Raplacement Prageat DEIS

Criar W, Fay:

Thars yau for the ppperunity 18 comment an the Alaska Way Visduo! and Seawall Replaceamant
Project DEIS. The analyss of tha plernatives for Vindued and Seawall replacemant South of the
Hattary Straat Tennel iz tharowgh and thoughiful. Howawer. the analysis of varicus aphans agah of the
Batbry Steeet Tenned tha Mordh gogreent) lacks the same kond of ngoe.
FULE AR O™
We have a pnca-in-adifehme oppodiunity fo do the sghl theng with respect to both Seallls’s Waterdnend
and tha Morth segment. 15 wsuld Be g ehame for s rogien and s1ale ts select tha right long Lenn
saluban dor the Watedront and not do the sama for the Medb segment,

Wihkils 1hg DEIS recognizes that shanges ko the Morth saginont are nacessary componieria e B long:
tanm SR 99 comidor solution and shorl-tenn canstruction pariod trafhe mitigatizn, the anly Narh
seqment option that iz thacoughly analyzad in this DELS happens 1o be the only altefeatieed ihat
:H-E-:'L-.ces Fhues hm:.”.vl;-:g—lq:m‘l fokulbon bar lhe I-Inr:l'ismﬂ'..

Thin fnilie 1o shorpughly analyze &ll Morth segment oplions appears o be at vanianss willh SEPA
rerpieramants and notin Lhe bastinterests of the Cily. Therars, we reepeciiolly reguast they tha
Frapaet Taam analyze the Lowanid Aursra Option and she Sudsoe Option fehich includas sigralizing
Hoy, Rigublican and Harrigan Strogis) with the same degras #1 therseabress ard thoughthulnass as
the Widened Mercar Underpags aphen. This should meludse an squal loval of analysie kar corsiruction
panad taffc plarmng.

Required SEPA Analysis of Project Allematives, Impacts and Miligalion Measures

SEPA roquires the lead aganay 1o provics s detailed slatemant an major actizes (bat sippibleants affact
g gualily of the heman anvironmant, The desailed statarmant mwat mclude: 1] the anvironmeanta)
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impezt of the proposed achen; 31 any unavoidable adveose environmental impacts of the prepozad
action: 3) altarnatives 1o the propozed action; and 4) any ireversdle ad rreteevable commikmenis of
rosaprpes which weopld goour if the propoeed aclion were implamenied. RCW 43210051 (1 o).

SERA epecilically raquires an EIS 1o "davate sullisizally detiilsd anslysis to sach reasonable slemetive
1o permit i cemparatier: cepliation of the altemstives including the prososed acticn.” WASG 197-51-
420050

In thiz cagze, Ihe ELS shovld provide the same level of anzlysis iorimpasis of the Lowered Aurara Cptian
and the Surace Qptien as i docs for the Widened Mascer Undespazs Oakan, 14 WAk 197-11-
4406 The EIS does not satisly Ihis requirgnen and therclars provides no bagiz for a comparalive
gwaluation ¢l the impacls of the alternatives,

A maore thorough and complete snalysis of e Lowered Aurore Option will show improved street geid
connestions which will have 3 fromendeus impact on hiz pard of Seatile and ilz aeighbarkoods.

Beaping t

Durirg 1he scoping process, many interesled parlies, moinding aaghborhood arganizations,
arvaanmmiendal groups, propersy swners, ard wrban design professionals, suggesled thal ks
raglecemant of he Alasks Way Viadue! srovides an excellisd oppacunily to reverse & davastating,
degades-pld decisicn. That decisizn was to gever the Soulh Lake Ueics neghborhood from the Loeegr
Digen Annedl ptowns neighborhood, by building a surface bighway with inadequate and unzighlly East-
West ponnetions, The sieeet gnd was destroyed. Dwiing the sarly phases of siudying the Alasks Wy
Viaduct, A became clear Uhat the sireot grd could be seestablished by gimply lowening Aurera, closmg
the Ziagonal Broad Street. and reconneating (he surface stresls,

W weere chaghined to find thal the DEIS provides lilfle or no analysis of e Lowerad Aurars option,
despite mpeatod assurances throughout the scoping process thal the colien would be cirrisd dorward.
Ferhermore, (e hag been [ile analyzis of the sudace streel iwilh sgralized Roy, Republizan and
Harrigca Stwreels) aplon. While it is clear that gach of these opticns hag impacts, the DEIS pravides no
compsrative analysiz of ose impacts, and thesefors, provides aninzdequals besiz for reaking a praject

Aesision wilk respect 1o 1he Maorth spgmcn

Tha pnly comparisen bebwaen the Lowersd Aurora and Woidenad Merces Underpass allernatbives
apppinacs g ankiowledne spme of the relalive benedits of the Loveanad Aunca allemalva, In chisprer 8,
gectizn 12, the DEIZ incluges ihe following compadison bobween thess ko sets of improvemants:
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“I2: the Ronh ond of the project asea, SR B9 is cumontly a barrier for people and traffiz moving betwaen
neighborhoads o the cast and wesl, The Widsasd Mercer improvemenits would baaefil these
neighborhoods by improvieg east-west connectians acioss SR 98 ol Mercer and Thomas Streels. The
Loawered Aurorsd SR 9% oplicn has an awen greator peiential far imprevieg connections, since up to five
strgeds currenthe cut off by SR 98 would be recennegiod vin badges” (Ernphasie added).

Whiliz acknowladging thet there may be Heaafils ¢ eng oplion aver another, Lhe DEIS makas no affort
1o digtinguizh the altematives in the Meah gagmant thrsegh sound analysiz, In this rezpect, the DEIS
falls shirt.

It i also intoresting te note that this himited discussion of the agpasent banefils of the Lowerad Aurors
oplion appesis only i conjunction with the Assal Allsmalee zlong the Walarfosl segmesl. OF coursa,
this benedit of the Lowered Aurora option {and othor benafits that have nat vel heen analyzed) wou'd
appty equally with respoct 10 the Tunes! Oploa aed the Bypass Opsion.

Summary of Unenalyzed Impacts and Likely Lowered Aurcra Oplion Analysis

L]
A% inditated, the DELS falle ehon of SEPA roquirements bessuse it does ned adequatsly identify Projest
impacts o any alterrative other thas the Wigsaad Maroer Underpass, Sccordingly, the DEIS should
bz revisad 1o adegueately rellact lhe impacis segooialed will allarmeives giher than the Widened
Marcar Underpass Cption gz detailed balow,

I ordeer for 1he Projaor Taam Le make he beg: ¢holge among altematives Marth of the Batlery Striel
Tunnel, it iz necassary thal e varigys aliarcatives be lully anslyeed, The imgreved strssl grid
gonnsslions attengdant 1o the Lessared A sption, a8 acknowledgad in chaprer G, would have a
lramentous imgact an this part of Saattls and i neighborhoods,

Firs1, the Lawsred Aurpra aliamative would peowids: a vasigty of options for vebucies trying to move eait-
WESE DCEDSE Aees. Thes i enpariant bae tha g of the Mers2: Sueet Comidor, besause of would
rtgve Mercer Blrect of most of e walfie whish i nol deskncd For Intesstate 5 by olkor wonds, velhic s
tnkindy local oips could svcsd Kaccer Siseer sliogothar,

Seocond, the Losened Auresa alinmative would provags meny roee, 2 mach more usable and
plaazant, options lor pedesinans crosang fergr betogan 158 Seallle Santer and Soutk Lake Unian,
Lirder the widened Morcer altemative, gesestinns could 2ress only in s busy lumel at Mercer Sireel,
BrAgross & slesp (14 w0 18 percent gradel ovarpass 81 Thamas St The Lowered Aursra opshion
would provids up 1o five, levelgaade pedostriar crossing cotions,
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Third, thi Lowsred Aurora provdes many piend spbions for frangit and bicyele connoeliens across
Aurpen, Under the Widanad Mercer albemative, some formg of trangil, such sz a slraukeor and biopolos,
veoule! nad bo able 10 cross Aurora at gll, becauss of traflc volumgs in the Mescor Strast Tunne! and the
slzep grade on the Thorest Strect overpats. On the other hand, the Loweered Auigis ofSon woold
provide sevessl potential lovel-grade aplicns for erossing,

Finaly, the raconnetion of the stnee grid aad thie elimingion of Iha dingonal Bread Strget will create o
aurnbier of ngw standard City Blochs, maey of which are awned by the Sily of Seattls, 11 ihis opbisa
wrorg galsled, these blacks and the adjacenl prvzicly-owned blochs could be edevelopad, furlhor

kasting the neighbadhoads back tegeiher and gensrating significant revenus tp fhe Cily, through newdy-

capiufed prapedy valyes and lax revenies,
The South and Central Segrments

Thig slabe and region mee mplase the et vasducs and semepll, The canrent level of nzk 1o homan
lez, a5 well a2 Lo prapesy, is valenable. The Preject Toam hag been therough snd complete i its
aralyiin of the variovs alinrnpsives foes ha Savsh and Tentral sagmonts of this projest, From this
analygia, it apperes that the Tunmel Alterative has many advanlagas ovar the oller aliamealves
analyeed. F poasible, and eooasnisally foasiphe, this region must ssetzin the vehiculsr capasily Fat
exicle on e coment maduct. Moz importantly, for the ecacomic and competitiee fulwe of This regien,
wor: mugt rdclaim and rovitalivg our watesront. To dite, The bigges! shalacle 1o 1hat gonl has been the
Alaska Way Viaducl. Teday, wa bave tha spperunily to procet th public health and snfoly and
Enpratd Sl Stebe's acondine hiure with ong prjes reolacing B Alaska Wy Viadust and Scawall,
Leat's el g right,

Sincaergly,

Tangen
Crregzror, Gowarmment and Somrununity Felationg
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